
 

language, Mr. Said Salah 
Ahmed, was the guest 
speaker of the August 7th 
event. The event was well
-attended with more than 
200 participants which 
included youth. 
 
Mr. Salah began his talk 
with a historical overview 
of the Somali language. 
He said the Somali lan-
guage is part of the 
Cushitic languages, and is 
closely related to the 
Oromo, Afar and Saho. 
It also has a distant rela-
tionship with Semitic 
languages; it is heavily 
influenced by Arabic be-
cause of the historical 

The Ottawa Somali 
Fathers Association 
(OSFA) organized an 
event, Promoting Somali 
Our First Language, on 
August 7th, 2010 in Ot-
tawa. This event was 
part of the OSFAõs 
commitment to the 
promotion of the So-
mali Language and lit-
erature in Ottawa. The 
association is commit-
ted to creating spaces 
that facilitate dialogue 
and reflection on how 
to keep the Somali lan-
guage relevant for the 
future generations. Rec-
ognizing the many chal-
lenges parents face in 
teaching their children 

the Somali language, 
these events aim to 
support, encourage and 
inspire the community 
to pass the Somali lan-
guage to their children. 
OSFA recognizes that 
culture is not static but 
changes with the trans-
formation its members 
go through; however, in 
order for that transfor-
mation to be successful 
and beneficial itõs im-
portant to keep alive 
the most important 
identifier of any group: 
the language. 
 
A well-known play-
wright, teacher and 
champion of the Somali 

Promoting Somali, our first language. 

The Ottawa Somali Fathers Association (OSFA)  

A Communityôs Conscious Commitment to Keep the Somali 

Language Alive, Vibrant and Relevant for Future Generations.  

 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 2010  

do not even realize there were 
other names besides Sabti 
Axad, Isniin.  
 
He also addressed the impact 
migration had on the Somali 
language. He said the creation 
of new idioms depends on the 
context and the day-to-day 
experiences of individuals and 
communities.  
The new idioms that are 
created will be influenced by 
what that community is going 
through.  

Mr. Said Salah ahmad  

Somali language dates back to Ancient Egypt.  

connection the Somalis 
have to the Arab world. 
Mr. Salah shared with 
the group a study that 
suggests that the Somali 
language is an ancient 
language and dates back 
to the time of the Phar-
aohs. To illustrate this 
point Mr. Salah showed 
the participants a pic-
ture of some of the 
Pharaohs holding the 
òHangooló which is a 
tool in traditional So-
mali society. What is 
even more relevant is 
that these studies 
showed the Pharaohs 

also used the name 
òHangooló for this 
tool, thus making the 
link between the Somali 
language and Ancient 
Egypt. Mr. Salah, said 
that the Somali lan-
guage survived this 
long because of the 
resourcefulness of our 
ancestors and their un-
derstanding that with-
out language, culture 
and identity will be lost. 
 
Mr. Salah told the gath-
ering that while bor-
rowing from other lan-
guages is a common 

occurrence, to be mind-
ful of the fact that 
every word you borrow 
and use as your own 
pushes a word out of 
the original language. 
He illustrated this point 
by telling the partici-
pants that the seven 
days of the week were 
originally all in Somali 
until we started bor-
rowing from Arabic 
and now those names 
died ð most Somali 
speakers do not know 
the original names of 
the week and majority  

Mr. Said Salah showing the 

hangool  



supporting the Somali com-
munity in building a culture 
of resilience through events 
that promote culture, lan-
guage and on-going dia-
logue.   
 
If you want to know more 
about the Ottawa Somali 
Fathers Association or want 
to support or participate in 

The Ottawa Somali Fathers 
Association (OSFA) was 
established in December 
2002 as an outcome of a 
research initiative titled Par-
enting in Transition: Somali 
Fathers in Ottawa conducted 
by Pincecrest-Queensway 
Health and Community Ser-
vices. OSFA is a community 
based group dedicated to 

organizing future events, 
please contact Sahra Hab-
bane at 
s.habbane@pqchc.com 
 

Keeping the Somali language alive for the next generation.  

About the Ottawa Somali Fathers Association (OSFA) 

and Abdirahmaan Bar-
waaqo. Habiba Ali, a poet 
and playwright, also spoke 
and gave the youth perspec-
tive. 
 
Special Thanks to the event 
sponsors, the Somali Centre 
for Family Services and 
Pine-Crest Queensway 
Community and Health Ser-
vices. Thanks  also to Kul-
lan Restaurant for support-
ing this event.  
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Children selling ôcigaal 

shiidaadô books 

An example he shared re-
lates to the use of the word 
òQaraxó when one is de-
scribing something that is 
not working or did not 
work out. For example, 
òTelephonekii baa qarxay, 
or laynkii baa iga qarxayó.  
Hence, when people mi-
grate the original language 
is often in danger. The new 
language becomes domi-
nant because itõs the lan-
guage you learn with or are 
expected to use in the work 
place ð your survival de-
pends on the new language 
ð and naturally you use it 
more than your own lan-
guage. While this process is 
unavoidable, Mr. Salah said 
a language can survive in 
such context, but what is 
needed is a conscious com-
mitment to keep it alive and 
relevant. 
 
It is to encourage this com-
mitment that the Ottawa 
Somali Fathers Association 
organizes gatherings such as 
this. Many people sound 
the alarm and say òthe So-

mali language is dyingó but 
the Somali language is not 
dying but rather is ailing and 
the cure to this ailment is to 
create spaces where not only 
the Somali language but So-
mali literature is discussed, 
studied and shared. Literature 
is the blanket that keeps the 
culture warm and viable; 
story, song, and poetry are the 
nutrients that feed culture and 
create healthy identities  
 
The evening was a success 
and people left the gathering 
feeling more confident and a 
bit taller with pride. After all 
if our language survived since 
time of the Pharaohs, we 
must be capable of keeping it 
for many more generations to 
come. 
 
Weõve Said Salah Ahmed to 
thank for most inspiring lec-
ture and for great laughs. 
 
Other members of the Ot-
tawa Somali Fathers Associa-
tion who spoke at the gather-
ing were Mohamed Hadi, Mo-
hamed Ali Nuh, Omar Ugaas 

Well attended event  
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More pictures of  the event. 


